BOBLMRE2015Ecologyl5




The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expre
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Ne
concerning the legand development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

The BOBLME Project encourages the use of this report for study, research, news reporting, critic
review. Selected passages, tables or diagrams may be reproduced for such purposes pr

acknowledgment of the source is included. Major extracts or the entire document may not be reproc
by any process without the written permission of the BOBLME RrBjegional Coordinator.

BOBLME contractOA/RAP/2014/46
For bibliographic purposes, please reference this publication as:

BOBLME2Q15 Report of the workshop oantanglement of olive ridley turtles in the Centiatian Ocean,
24 January 201%Jalé, MaldivesBOBLMER015Ecologyl5



Workshop on entanglement of olive ridley turtles
in the Central Indian Ocean

24 January 2015
MNU Central AuditoriumMalé, Maldives

Workshop report
By: Khadeeja Ali
Marine ResearciCentre

0. /_,_"':,'
: s r; * :
¢ f/ m ﬁ & ! Ul



Report of the workshop on the entanglement of olivesidtethéu@kntral Indian Ocean

Table of contents

i = 7 Tt (o {010 o [0 ISP PP PP PR RPPPPP 1
Y/ 1Tt (T o o F= U0 o U] = 4o o PSPPI 1
3. MEELING ACHVILIES......ci i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aae e e e e e e e e eessaassaassaasennnnnnnennnes 1
3.1 [ (=1 0 r= U0 ] o 1 TP UPPP T PPPPPPPRRRN 1
3.2. PreSENTAtION 2. ... it r e e e e e e e aaaeeens 2
3.3. PreSentation 3. ... e a e e e e e aaaaaeas 2
Appendix | List Of PartiCiPantS..........cooooii i aaaaa e 3
APPENIX Il AGENG....ciiieiieiiiec e e e e 5

Acronyms used

BOBLME Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem

FAD Fish Aggregating Device

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature



Report of the workshop on the entanglement of olivesidtethéu@kntral Indian Ocean

1. . F O1 ANR dzy R

Incidents of turtles particularly the olive ridley turtlelsepidochelys olivacgarapped in ghoshets

in the Maldivian waters are on the rise. The Olive Ridley project, started in the Maldives to record

the incidents and raise awareness on the issue. With assistance from dive tourism industry in the
Maldives, proper documentation of the incidents aftle entanglements has been initiated. Marine
Research Centre, Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture started a collaborative project with Olive
wARES& LINRP2SOG 2y awlAaAiay3a ! gl NBySaa 2y 9yidl y3at
h OS I y $pmjectikidnded by the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project (BOBLME). Part

of the project is to raise awareness on the issue and disseminate the findings of the project.

As part of the activities under the BOBLME funded project, a local workshte entandgement of
olive ridleys in the éntral Indian Ocean was conducted to present the findings of the project to the
public, especially the dive tourism industry who are the main data contributors on turtle
entanglements.

2.a88GAY3I AVl dadNI GA2Y

Thewe N] aK2LJ G221 LXFOS G4 GKS alfRAGSA bl A2yl f
2015. The workshop was conducted as a-Hailf session at 1330 hrs and began with introductory
remarks given by Dr M. Shiham Adam, Director General of Marine Rbes€artre, Ministry of
Fisheries and Agriculture. In his opening remarks, Dr Shiham highlighted how Marine Research
Centre came to know about the Olive Ridley project and highlighted the importance of the work
carried out by the Olive Ridley project. Aftbre inaugural remarks, the participants introduced
themselves. All the participants were from the tourism sector working as marine biologists at resorts

or working at the dive centres of the tourist resorts.
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3.1. Presentation 1

The session dgan with an introductory presentation bir Martin Stelfox introducing the
participants to theOlive Ridley mject and the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project
(BOBLME). Inid1presentation MiStelfox talked about the role of BDME Poject and eplained the
main five components of the project. He thdaalked about how Olive Ridleyrgject, Marine
Research Centre and BOME PRoject partnered in the development of the scientific paper on
impact of ghost nets on olive ridley tug8 in the €ntral hdian Ocean.
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3.2. Presentation 2

In the second presentation, Mstelfox talked about the findings of the study on the impact of ghost
netson olive ridley turtles in the éhtral Indian OcearSome of the key findings were:

9 Since 1988, 129 olive ridley turtlaave be@ found entangled in ghost nets.
f Olive Ridey N2 2S0GQa RIGF &adza3Sad GKIG GKS 3IKz2ad
Southeast Asian countries (particularly Thailand) during the pesdt monsoon and from
the Arabian Sea during the sowttest monsoon while others were pieces of fish
aggregating devices from the western Indian Ocean
1 71% of olive ridley entanglements were associated with large conglomerates of multiple
fishing nets
Individual net samples show mesh sizes ranging fromi@80 590mm.
Due to the high risk ghost nets pose to the olive ridley turtles, the study recommended for
reduction of gill net fishery in the region, improved net disposal facilities in ports, a system
of no-blame gear loss reporting, a centralized databa$dndian Ocean net construction
parameters and the rapid adoption of ne@mtangling FADs by all fleets.

=a =

3.3. Presentation 3

In the third presentation, MStelfox explained the protocol for collecting information on ghost nets
and the entangled marine organismsich as marine turtles, marine mammals, cetaceans, sharks,
rays, fishes and invertebrates. The protocol wdmsveloped by the Olive Ridleyrgpect with
assistance fromlUCN under ppject REGENERATE in the Maldives.

After the presentation, a practicalession was held where participants were trained on how to
collect data on the nets such as how to identify the net construction type, how to measure webbing
dimension, diameter of twine, count the number of ply and strands, identify the types of knpss, ty

of twine, direction of twine and otherdxitional information required.
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Appendix Il

Agenda

»
$

Workshop on the entanglement of olive ridleyttles in ghost nets in the éntral Indian

Ocean
24 January 2015
Maldives National UniversityCentral Auditorium,
altSQy alfRAGSa

13301345 Registration

13451400 Welcome and introductions

14001420 Introduction to the Olive Ridleyrpject and the BBLME funded project on
awlk AaAy3a gl NBySaa 2y yitates iSghastngtsir tiSs
CSYiGNIftf LYRAIFY hOSIyé

14201500 Findings of the study on the extent of olive ridley turtle amglement in ghost
nets in the @ntral Indian Ocean

15001530 Discussion

15301600 Coffee/tea break

16001630 Protocol on turtle entanglements in ghostsen the @ntral Indian Ocean

16301700 Discussion and wrapp










