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1. .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ 

Incidents of turtles particularly the olive ridley turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea) trapped in ghost nets 
in the Maldivian waters are on the rise. The Olive Ridley project, started in the Maldives to record 
the incidents and raise awareness on the issue. With assistance from dive tourism industry in the 
Maldives, proper documentation of the incidents of turtle entanglements has been initiated. Marine 
Research Centre, Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture started a collaborative project with Olive 
wƛŘƭŜȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ άwŀƛǎƛƴƎ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ 9ƴǘŀƴƎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ hƭƛǾŜ wƛŘƭŜȅ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ LƴŘƛŀƴ 
hŎŜŀƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ project is funded by the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project (BOBLME). Part 
of the project is to raise awareness on the issue and disseminate the findings of the project. 

As part of the activities under the BOBLME funded project, a local workshop on the entanglement of 
olive ridleys in the Central Indian Ocean was conducted to present the findings of the project to the 
public, especially the dive tourism industry who are the main data contributors on turtle 
entanglements. 

2. aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

The wƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƭŘƛǾŜǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ ƛƴ aŀƭŞΣ ƻƴ нп WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
2015. The workshop was conducted as a half-day session at 1330 hrs and began with introductory 
remarks given by Dr M. Shiham Adam, Director General of Marine Research Centre, Ministry of 
Fisheries and Agriculture. In his opening remarks, Dr Shiham highlighted how Marine Research 
Centre came to know about the Olive Ridley project and highlighted the importance of the work 
carried out by the Olive Ridley project. After the inaugural remarks, the participants introduced 
themselves. All the participants were from the tourism sector working as marine biologists at resorts 
or working at the dive centres of the tourist resorts. 

3. aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 

3.1. Presentation 1 

The session began with an introductory presentation by Mr Martin Stelfox introducing the 
participants to the Olive Ridley project and the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project 
(BOBLME). In his presentation Mr Stelfox talked about the role of BOBLME Project and explained the 
main five components of the project. He then talked about how Olive Ridley project, Marine 
Research Centre and BOBLME Project partnered in the development of the scientific paper on 
impact of ghost nets on olive ridley turtles in the Central Indian Ocean.  
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3.2. Presentation 2 

In the second presentation, Mr Stelfox talked about the findings of the study on the impact of ghost 
nets on olive ridley turtles in the Central Indian Ocean. Some of the key findings were: 

¶ Since 1988, 129 olive ridley turtles have been found entangled in ghost nets. 

¶ Olive Ridley pǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘ ƴŜǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΣ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀ ŀƴŘ 
Southeast Asian countries (particularly Thailand) during the north-east monsoon and from 
the Arabian Sea during the south-west monsoon while others were pieces of fish 
aggregating devices from the western Indian Ocean. 

¶ 71% of olive ridley entanglements were associated with large conglomerates of multiple 
fishing nets. 

¶ Individual net samples show mesh sizes ranging from 35 mm to 590 mm. 

¶ Due to the high risk ghost nets pose to the olive ridley turtles, the study recommended for 
reduction of gill net fishery in the region, improved net disposal facilities in ports, a system 
of no-blame gear loss reporting, a centralized database of Indian Ocean net construction 
parameters and the rapid adoption of non-entangling FADs by all fleets. 

3.3. Presentation 3 

In the third presentation, Mr Stelfox explained the protocol for collecting information on ghost nets 
and the entangled marine organisms such as marine turtles, marine mammals, cetaceans, sharks, 
rays, fishes and invertebrates. The protocol was developed by the Olive Ridley project with 
assistance from IUCN under project REGENERATE in the Maldives. 

After the presentation, a practical session was held where participants were trained on how to 
collect data on the nets such as how to identify the net construction type, how to measure webbing 
dimension, diameter of twine, count the number of ply and strands, identify the types of knots, type 
of twine, direction of twine and other additional information required. 
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Appendix II Agenda 

 

Workshop on the entanglement of olive ridley turtles in ghost nets in the Central Indian 
Ocean 

24 January 2015 

Maldives National University-Central Auditorium, 

aŀƭŜΩΣ aŀƭŘƛǾŜǎ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1330-1345 Registration 

1345-1400 Welcome and introductions 

1400-1420 Introduction to the Olive Ridley project and the BOBLME funded project on 
άwŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƭƛǾŜ ǊƛŘƭŜy turtles in ghost nets in the 
CŜƴǘǊŀƭ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴέ 

1420-1500 Findings of the study on the extent of olive ridley turtle entanglement in ghost 
nets in the Central Indian Ocean 

1500-1530 Discussion 

1530-1600 Coffee/tea break 

1600-1630 Protocol on turtle entanglements in ghost nets in the Central Indian Ocean 

1630-1700 Discussion and wrap-up 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 


